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Power Job
Stop Threat |

Unless moves are made for
betier sanitation arrang.s-
ments at the South Fremantle
power station construction job
within a month, members of
the Carpenters’ Union will
stop work,

This decisiopn was made at
the last meeting of the man-
agement commitiee of the
union followilng complaints
from men working on the job.

The committee decided also
to neotify the Heaith Depart:
ment.

A Carpenters’ Union offi-
cial said today that eomplaints
about sanitary conditions at
South Fremantle had been
discussed with the State Elec-
tricity Commission about two
years ago. Early action was
promised. =

Despite further meetings
with the commission, the con-
ditions had not been rectified.
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DUST MONEY
CLAIM

'Dispute At Fremantle
Power House

A EIU-P-WMR meeting of 60
builders’ labourers was  held
yesterday at the South Fre-
mantle power station. The men
indicated that they were pre-

d to strike if their request

mare dust money was not
mnled by a board of refer-

Thu muun.t which was held
afier the lunch-hour break. lasted
only 20 minutes. The men then

with a four-hour minimu

id for all cement ha hy

ilders’ labourers at the new
power siation. A board of refer-
ence will probably determine the
hmim the next dlaiys Inr
spectin conditions
which an cement is bei lmrked.

Thn r:pmenmivc of the Build-

s' Labourers' U Il the new
prull.':l (Mr, R. ﬂrrl said that m
E“’"t' builders' labourers were
ing id 3. an hour dusi
maoney {or the handling of cement
This compared with 1/6 an
dust money o waterside workers
at Fremantle for handling  the
same cement, which was “in a
worse condition at the power
station than when being handlad
on the wharves,"

The builders’ labourers at the
power station are emploved by
the Works Department. A large
number of the men are now en-
gaged on building a conl storage
pit,
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'MORE POWER
TO US SOON

* Evection of .the building to house the third
and fouwrth turbo-alternators, with their boil-
ers at South Frémantle power station has

r Yy HAs NUw DeTil CuoLlivern=
II'Ildl gllﬂd pm’l'l‘ll. ed to B0 cycle AC,

Steel framework is|| Mr. Brand said that 10
i date 7.000 to 8, OUses
ngrﬂnmm iﬁ:‘;‘;‘;, foun-| | have been changed from 40

dations has been under way| |0 50 cycles,

ASSE A number of large con=-
?ﬁlﬂ be;l:u:h::u;ha Pt sumers, Including Had-

. -| | Arlds, Hardie's. Chamber-
or :
aﬁmﬁy “'Hm{m’ﬁ‘; ,l.l:ug_ lain's, Tomlinson's, Roval
Perth Hospital, new State
ter D, Brand, who =sald B ite
ithat, except for the con- Qrumknrr?lfesnrunﬁd z mnjurmsac-
s Und Toat Of o it tlon of the tramways are
er equipment were in this j oW drawing cycle elec-
State. | tﬂcll’g direct from Fre-
Detailing Govt. power- | Mmantie.
increase policy Mr. Brand|
sald that at Bunbury the
site had been selected for
1 New r station and
‘enders had been called for
the first two 30,000 kw.|
turbo-alternators and boil-|
PrS.

“Bunbury station will be|
cunnected to the metru-|
litan and Southwest sys-|
ems.” he said. "Bunbury|
station will be added to in|
sections and this will ul-
| timately become the main
‘enerating station for thel
(Commission.

hﬂuutlktrrm :;:er scheme
making g pro
High tension lmm
mains have been erected
from Collie to Bunbury
with a northern branch to
Warcona and a southern
branch approaching Don-
n

ybhrook.

“At Albany the Commlis-
taion has installed 2 addi-
|tional 600 h.E). diesel units
jand called tenders for a
third. A high tenszion main
connects Mt. Barker to Al-
bany and this town's sup-
ply has now been convert-
ed to B0 cyvele AC.
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DISSENSIONCLAIMED
IN METAL UNIONS

Criticism of the Australasion Society of Engineers
for its attitude towards the proposed 24-hour stop-work
meeting lomorrow was expressed yesterday
president of the Metal Trades Federation (Mr. R. B.
Gibson) and by a member of the A.S.E.

| Works would also “probably

The A.S.E. member, who said
that he was present at the mass
meeting of the union on Satur-
day, described it as “unconstiiu-
tional.”

He said that unionists employ-
ed at the South Fremantle power
station did not intend to work
lomorrow,

Men at the State Engineering

strike tomorrow,” he

Men at the South Fremantle
power station, who were employ-
ed on construction and main-
tenance work, had signified at
the mnass meeting that they
favoured the stoppage.

The A.S.E. action in going back
on o decision made at a mass

meeting of the M.T.F. last No- ||

vember 1o hold a one-day stop-

mm had been “undemocratic,” |

said,
All ASE, members at the
South Fremantle power station
agreed that they “had to strike.”

Although the AS.E. had de- |

cided not to stop work, they felt
themselves bound by. the deci-
sion of the M.T.F.

A special meeting of AS.E.
members employed at the State

Engineering Works had decided ||

1o abide by the decision of the
federal council of the M. T.F.

“The Decent Thing"” |

In a general criticism of the
ASE. secretary (Mr. R, A,
West) and his union, Mr. Gibson
said that it was Mr., West who
had moved a motion at an exe-
cutive meeting of the M.T.F.|
last Friday week that the M.T.F.i
rru:ctin¥ last Thursday should |
take place to discuss the stop-

page. .
l\ﬁ. Gibson said that Mr. West
had agreed then to abide by 2
majority decision.

Later. when he did not leave

National Library of Australia

by the

IMAJOTIY UCUISIm.

Later, when he did not leave
the meeting when the moulders
left, his {Mr. West's) union
should have abided by whatever
decision was reache

“The decent thing for any union
to do was to have left,” he
said.

Mr. Gibson said lhntdlh; 24-
hour st proposed for to-
MOrmow Eadr' not been sought by
the metal trades uniona here, but
wis a direction from their fed-
eral bodies,

It was the federal secretary of
the ASE. (Mr. F. Connors)

iwho had seconded a motion in
| Sydney for a 24-hour stoppage.
| As a consequence of that mo-
(tion, the respective meial trades
'unions in this State had been
directed by their federal execu-
tives to hold the stoppage.

Rank And File

Mr. West said vesterday that,

because a union was affilinted
'with, a federal body, it did not
necessarily mean that it had to|
be directed by the federal organi-
sation.

The members of a union con-
trolled that particular upion,
and their vote became its policy.
As Tar as accusations of hold- |
ing “unconstitutional and un- |
democratic™ meetings were con- |
cerned, Mr, West said, there was I
no more constitutional or demo-
cratic method of deciding a
contentious wnion matter than
by placing the problem before
its rank and file,

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article49013686
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Grave Qutlook
| UNIONS RESTLESS
iDoubled Margins Sought
|
|

NO SIGEN OF HARMONY

Pevth, This ATt

Fhepree segns no alissebogunent e
L maLy=Temae
By stopapunezis st thee South 170
wEanrhs  peewe anption, whibel

thics sitens oo start ar midokehn e

v fo peaseenn g e

aizll, The =tate Dispures e
rniveess of plee Austealing Ladwr
Furty nwalis word from e

Anmulzaminted] Fngineoring ol
Lol the [odiermabkers’ Unions
| which are  expecting direcrien
ln'srln thelr Federal exevurves,
fodliowlnge the  alisportes cotuinir
e pecodmmaepland oy et e

Primninge shedds slopgeige Tae sis-

I puerslieel

Theve wiig toiech aetivity ol e
L otfleer ol whee  Armaalgin sl
| Fngivesring Unbon  In Murray
| Street ve-day, The preshdent of
| the Metal Trades” Unlon (Mr, B,
B. Gibeon) vould not be infer-
views] becanse e was "o oon-
fervaes,” o Tressman was tolil,
| Vhe confersoeoe, B b anderstool
wits that of the committes whibeh
hag fwsn orgnndsing  the Matal
Trmles” Feberation cuwtupaion fiee
hertuwed mmrging  for sl
trade workers.

A nn:-t-rm:: of workers on 1 e
prwer atution Site yesteriday e
cide]l ep the  twenty-four e
Atoppazy unbess  their dememds
for donbled marging wers et hye
to-day.

At Midland Junciion

The outtonk  ar  the Millanel
Juoction workshops Is alse aae-
vitilng canse for comeern Dioolifed
marzine are soucht % Oeeiing
el Pl s cetmeset padnn el tes ol
thee WAL Amnlzmnnies] Society
af Railway Bmiplovess will ke
prlae toendght and it wlll consider
the Milland Junetlon work=hojs=
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the Millond Junetion work=lojs=
peombtion. It was this orginis-
thon whivh veferesd the rinnine
sheds (Hspurte to the AT Dis
Jutes Commiites.

The positlon a1 the W.ALGER
mmning sheds  throughoutr  the
Srate =2 now necasioning comnerrn.
hundesl  fitrers aml
bollermukers employed =1 Thos:-
points have been od strike for

five days.

T

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article250880342



MARGINS DISPUTE SPREADS
TO POWER STATION

Threat of 24-Hour Stoppage at
South Fremantle

Perth, Feb. 25.—A 2+-hour stoppage over margins s
threalened at the South Fremantle power station, AL o
lunch hour meeting to-day workers at the station decided
that unless their demands for doubled margins were met
by te-morrow they would stop work at midnight to-mor-
row night uniil the following midnight,

They also decided that a
after the stoppage to decide

The men at the station in-
clude, besides metal trades
workers, some working for
Pprivate contractors. Their de.
cision was one of several
moves made to-day followin
the strike last Thursday
about 160 fitters and boller-
makers at railway running
sheds over margins.

The strike at the running
sheds 5 now entering its fifth
duy but has not yet caused
B0y serious disruption to pail.
WAy (riin services,

Besides the threatened M-
hour stoppage at the power
house, developments to<day
Were, —

A meeting of the Btate dis-
putes commitiee of the Aus
iralian Labour Party at which
it was recommended to the
Amalgamated Engineering
Union and the Bollermakers'
h‘ﬂﬂ.‘i mﬂi,, a1, Art WiRR, |
be suspended pending the de-|
cislon te be reached next
Wweek by the Australian Gm.m-|
cil of Trades Unions and the
Federal union conferance.

A  subsequent assuranece
from representatives of the
ARU, and the Boilermakers'
Society that they would |m-
mediately notily their Federal
authorities and local execu-
tives of the BState disputes
committee declsion and reply
A5 200N A8 possible.

A lunch hour meeting of
employees at the railway
workshops at Midland Junec-
tion and one of employees at

the East Perth power station,

were discussed.

National Library of Australia

mass meeting would be held
further aclion.

UL DOIO Of WAlCh MAarging
were discussed.
Disputes Committee

Because of the “possible
prejudicial effect the strike
al running sheds might have”
on members of his union,
the secretary of the Amalga-
maled Society of Rallway
Emplovees, Mr, G. P Keat-
ing, invoked the aid of the
State disputes commitiee of
the ALP. last week,

The general secretary of
the ALP. Mr. F. E Cham-
berlain, sald to-day that the
disputes commiltes meeling
had been attended by all re-
présentalives of metal Lrades
unions a8 well as the president
of the ABRE, Mr. H. Hyde.

He proposed, Mr. Cham-
berlain sald, to call another
meeting of the disputes com-
millee a8 snon a8 he had

heard further from the
AEU. and the Boilermakers'
Society,

It is understood that at the
meeting of wages stafl em-
ployees at the railway work- |
shops at Midland Junction |t
was decided to approach the

warke manasas fan q, dokling
of the margins by next Mon-
day, failing which another
meeting would be held

After the meeting at the
Easi Perth power station no
statement was released.

The secretary of the Brick-
layers' and Plasterers’ Union,
Mr. H W. Sykes. who was
the only union secretary to
address the meeting, told the

| men mm t,m Emtﬁ A-L.P:
at both of which mm‘qmmuws commiliee was then

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article256857716

Kalgoorlie Miner (WA : 1895 - 1954), Tuesday 26 February 1952, page 3

e kN L L L S o R

| disputes commiltee was then
idi&cummg the marging ques-
tion and advised them against
[m,v “impetuols” action
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Power Workers
Threaten Strike

PERTH, Mon.—A threatened
24-hour stoppage by workers of
the South Fremantle power
station over margins followed
quiickly today on the announce-

Iment that the Premantle water-
|side workers dispute had been

Junch-hour meeting and decid-
ed to ask the management for
margins to be doubled and
falling a satisfactory reply, that

they stop work for 34 “ours
from midnight tomorrow,

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article27075448



STOPPAGE THREAT
AT POWER HOUSE

‘New Developments In

Metal Trade Strike

A 21-hour stoppage over margins is Lhrealened
at the South Fremantle power station,

Al a lunch-hour meeting yvesterday workers at
the station decided that unless their demands for
doubled marginsg were met by today they would
stop work at midnight tonight until the following

midnight.
They also decided that

a mass meeling would be |

held after the stoppage
to decide further action.

The men at the station include,
besides metal

tractors,

Their  decision was of
severiel moves made yesterday
following the strike lust Thurs-
duy of ubow
bollermakers ot railway running
sheds over margins,

The strike at the running sheds
15 now entering its filth day but
has not yet caused any senous
disruption 1o reilway wain ser-
vices.

1 A.L.P. Move

Besides the threntened 24-hour
, stoppage at the power house, de-
- velopments yesterday were:

® A meeting of the State dis-
pules commitice of the Austra
lan Labour Party ot which
wias recommended to the Amal-
gamuled Engincering  Union
and the Boilermakers’ Society
that all direct action be
E:ndcu pending the decision (o

reached next week by the
z“\:u?trulian Council of Trades

National Library of Australia

t trades  workers,
some working for privale con-|'

o0 fivtess and ()

ity

sus- ||

Aw%t'rul'ian Council of Trades
Unions and the federal unions'
~onference.

® A subsequent  assurance
rom  representutives of the
wEU, and the Boilermakers'

fociety that they would immedi-
tely notify their federal author-
ies and local executives of the
sute disputes’ committee’s de
zision and reply os soon a8 pos-
sible,

® A dunch-hour meeting ol
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]

employees at the roilway work- |

shops ot Midland Junction and |
one of employees ot the Fast |

} Perth power station, mt both of
o ohich marging were discussed.

\ \t Midland

v Becpuse of the “possible pre-
wdicial effect the strike at run-
ng sheds might have" on mem-
Sers of his union, the secretary
s the Amalgomated Socicty of
Rallway Employees (Mr. G, F.
meating) invoked the aid of the
l".‘s'lulc disputes committee of the
CAGLLP. hast wieek
The general secretary of the
ALP. (Mr. F. E. Chamber-

lain) said vesterday that the dis- |

r:lc-u comimitice mecting  had
en attended by all the repre-
sentalives of metal trades unions

as well as the president of the
A D E fhla BF EFacda h

4

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article49017307
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as well as the president of the |
ASR.E. (Mr, H. Hyde). |
He proposed, My, Chamberlain
Tail. 10 enll another meeting of |
e disputes commitiee a8 s00n |
i he hod heard further fn.'sm|
e ™ AELV. and the Boiler-
o oakers” Sovety, |
“ s understood that at the |
neeling of wapes-stafl employ-
=x at the railway workshops ol
iand Tunction it was decided
& approach the works manager

r o doubling of the margins

nent -Monday Tailing which

other mecting would be held.
E After the meeting al the Fnst |

erth power station no  state- |
coment wis relenwed.

The secretary of the Brick-
Lavers and  Plasterers’ Union
b Mr, H. W, Sykes ), who was the
sly union secretury o address
e meating, told the men  that
* State ALP. disputes com-
Hee wis then discussing the
rgins  question 3r!1l :u(ltim:-?.
wm  against any “impetuous
stion,

" Railways

+"The Deputv-Secretary of Rail-
ays (M. 1L AL Faulkner) said
st night that officials of the
*odnilways Commission were re-
iewing the strike position from
¢ 1o day.
p to date, he said, the com-
wsion  had sufficient service-
le engines operating to main-
1 pnormal services.

fhe only clectrical fitter—a
‘mber nF the Electrical Trades
ion—who was still working
the East Penth runming sheds

Lopped work yesterday.

National Library of Australia
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W.A. STRIKE
THREAT

Perth, Mondas

A IMisk e e
Fremant e 4 Ty Lt ki
emplovecs today  threnbenim
o el s 24-hour “lahinim
sirike” unless they gor Bl e
R W e

The mestimg del midntei
tomortow an the deadbine
surnntine (e claim

U, (AR

fan
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POWERHOUSEMEN
TO STOP TODAY

No Immediate Effect
- On Supply Expected

There was another development yesterday in the
strike by 160 metal trades workers in railway
running sheds over margins.

At the South Fremantle power station, about
400 employees threw in their lot with the striking
railwaymen and decided not to work during the 24

hours ending at midnight tonight because the

managemeni| had ignored a request to double their

margins,

It is expected that the
extension of the strike to
the South Fremantle
station will not have im-
mediate repercussions as
far as power supply to

~ the public is concerned.

The men who decided yester-
duy not 1o offer themselves for
work at 7.30 am. today com-
prise members of the Amalga-
mated Engineering Union and
the Boilermakers” Society. be-
_ sides some members of the Aus-
tralasian Society of Engincers

and a few men working for pri- -

vale contraciors.
They are all engaged mainly on
constructional and maintenance
- work at the new power house.
Their absence should not hive
any Iimmedime cffect on the
supply of power to the public.

In Lunch Hour
The decision by the melal
trades employees at South Fre-
mantle to stop work yesterday
for 24 hours followed a meeting
at the works yesterday.

An effort to avert a stoppage

was reported o have been made

National Library of Australia

FEEE IR BLF VLI E & WI’}'H
was reported to have been made
during the luncheon interval by
some members of the AS.E., in-
cluding the secretary (Mr. R. A,
West).

Mr. West, it was reported, ar-
rived 1o address workers during
the lunch-hour.

Before he was given a hearing
a spokesman for a rival faction
of the Metnl Trudes Federation
succeeded in having a motion
nlgeed 1o that the men reaffirm
their decision of the previous
day, to stop work for 24 hours.

Mr. West was reported to have
nddressed the men afier the re-
affirmation decision had been
agreed to and 1o have outlined

to them the position in the
meial trades dispute.
According to  rank-and-fle

members, he received a “warm”
reception before the meeting
concluded amid a series of in-
terjections from  an  opposing
section of his audience.

Rail Outlook

Commenting yesterday on the
running sheds sirike as it af-
fected the ranilway department,
the Deputy-Secrctiry of Rail-

wave (AMe 1T A Funllnerl raec

http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article49017522



. Society concerning any possible

the Deputy-Secrctary of Rail-
ways (Mr. J. A, Faulkner) re-
iternted that the ition «till
had to be reviewed from day to
day, although there had been no
immediate reprcussions,

Since the first approach to the
Railways Commission for n
doubling of the margins by the
striking unions—the Boller-
makers’ Society and the AE.U.
—Mr. Faulkner said there had
been no further approach to
the commission either by their
represeniatives or by the State

disputes committee of the Aus-
traliam Labour Purty for a set-
tlement of the dispute,

The general secretary of the
W.A. branch of the AL.P. {(Mr.
F. E. Chamberloin) said [late
yesterday afternuon that the dis-
putes committee had received
no advice from officials of the
AEL. or the Boilermakers'

temporary suspension of the dis-

WMl
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Union Stoppage
In. Fremantle

PERTH, Tues. — About 400
metal trades workers and others
stopped for 24 hours at Bouth
Fremantle power station today.

Their decision to stop work
followed tihe State campaign by
the committee representing the
boilermakers and A EU,, which
had resulted previously in a
stoppage of fitters and boller-
makers at the rallway running
sheds throughout the State.

It was learned tonight that
the fresh outbreak would not
affect the power supply imme-
diately at Fremantle, because
the men are amployed on main-
tenance and construction.

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article27067676
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~24-hour stoppage

PERTH — Ahout 400 metal

| tracdde workers and others
stopped for 24 hours at the

South Fremantle poweT

| station vesterday. This fol=-
lowed the State campalen by

the committee representing

the boilermakers and AEU,

which previously resulted in a

stoppage of fitters and boller-

makers at the rallway running

sheds throughout the Hu-ﬁ

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article69249390



Daily News (Perth, WA : 1882 - 1955), Wednesday 4 June 1952, page 1

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article265874493



Skilled Men
-Want Rise

' Employees m the South Fre-
mantle power station yesterday
asked the State um':.ltivl: of the
A.L.P. 1o approach t mploy
ers’ Federation and the State
Government  with the regquest
that they ke steps to have mar:
gins for skilled workers increa-
sed o their true ratio with the
basic wage.

Representing the State branch
of 1 ACTU, Mr. R. A
Hurtley addressed the meeting.

He said that another motion
carried by the meeting deplored
the “continued refusal the
Arbitration Court to deal with
margins” and concluded that
“the Court has allowed itself o
be used as an instrument of the
Menzies-Fadden Government,
whose nim is to lower the stand-
ard of living of the worker.”
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